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President’s Message

Hello Everyone,

First, let me introduce myself. My name is Dennis Eck, and I’ve been asked to step in and fill a vacancy. As
many of you know, I’ve been associated with GCBA for a long time, so I was happy to fill in as President until
the elections in December. | want to thank Lorrie Rice and Mike Varga for their dedication to GCBA, but with
job changes they needed to step away for awhile. But, don’t worry, they’ll still be around.

Now, let’s talk bees! As you read this, we are into October and hopefully you’ve started preparing your hive(s)
for winter. In September you should have taken off all of your honey supers and done a thorough inspection of
your hives before the cool weather moves in. What you do now will greatly influence the success or failure of
your colonies for the winter. Listed below are a few guidelines for you to consider:

1. Estimate your colony strength.

2. For more experienced beekeepers with multiple hives, combine your disease-free, weaker colony with a
stronger one.

3. Evaluate your queen, make sure she’s present either by finding her or eggs (which is evidence that she is
present). Check your brood patterns. A solid pattern is a good sign of a strong queen. Check several
frames, most should have a good pattern.

4. With your supers off, estimate the weight of your hive by lifting the back with one hand about an inch or
two. Does it feel like 70 pounds of honey? If not, start feeding.

5. Install entrance reducers or mouse guards late in the month of September.

This brings us to October. You’ll notice the bees are flying less. The queen’s laying fewer eggs. The colony is
starting to shift into winter mode, as should you.

1. Are you going to insulate or wrap your hives? Now is the time to do this.

2. Slide your bottom board in. 1 do this to help regulate the moisture build up in the hive. Remember, your
bees will cause condensation to build up as they warm up the hive. That moisture will cling to the inner
cover and drip onto the bees. This causes them to be wet and cold and is a surefire way to lose a hive.
Remember they like to be warm and dry like we do.

3. If you’re not going to insulate or wrap your hive, consider a wind break. Use straw bales or a piece of
plywood or burlap to help protect the hive.

4. Finally, place a large stone or brick on the top cover so it doesn’t blow off.

I know this is a lot to take in if you’re a first year beekeeper, but maintaining your hives gives your colony a
better chance of survival through the Ohio winter. If you have questions about anything, please feel free to
contact me or raise a hand at a meeting. There is usually someone present in the group who has had the same
experience and is willing to share their knowledge.

Until we meet again, bee safe and happy!

Dennis Eck
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October’s Meeting: Don’t miss our October meeting featuring Dr. Reed Johnson as our guest speaker. Dr.
Johnson works in the Bee Lab of the Ohio State University in Wooster. He will share with us his experience in
the hive and discuss “best practice” techniques learned from research and practical field work.

Currently Dr. Reed is studying the toxic effects of pesticides on insect
pollinators and the conflict between the need for pollination and the need for
pest and disease control. Dr. Reed says, “In our lab we are seeking to
understand how to protect pollinators from the pesticides and toxins they
encounter... While the honey bee is the most economically important
pollinator in the U.S. and serves as an excellent model species, we are also
interested in understanding pesticide toxicity in other pollinating insects as
well.”

Current projects include:

1. Comparative toxicogenomics between pollinating bee species: honey bees
(Apis mellifera), bumble bees (Bombus impatiens), alfalfa leafcutter bees
(Megachile rotundata) and squash bees (Peponapis pruinosa)

2. Assessment of honey bee immature survival using a photographic method
and analysis by volunteers at http://broodmapper.com

3. Comparing the success of managed honey bee colonies in urban and rural environments in Ohio

Homework Assignment: First, mark your calendar now for
Wednesday, October 9" 7 PM at the Rock River Nature Center.
Second, | know every Beekeeper new and old has that one burning
question they’ve always want answered. Now is your time to ask the
expert. If you are shy about speaking in a group, write it down on a
piece of paper and stealthily give it to me or one of the people sitting at
the back tables to ask on your behalf.
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Flowers for the Dearth 2014

We are into Fall and nature is dazzling us with its usual display of color that we in northern Ohio have come to
expect. It’s not long ago we were worrying about “the dearth” and our starving bees. So with Dearth 2014 less
than a year away and fall being an ideal time to plant most perennials, | went looking for Honey Bee friendly
plants that will flower in Dearth 2014.

Before reading on, you may need an attitude adjustment as to what is a flower or weed? Ralph Waldo Emerson
says a weed is a plant whose virtue has never been discovered. We mere mortals may not have discovered their
virtue, but our bees know. So with our honey bee senses tuned, consider some of these “flowers” for your yard.

Carpenter’s Squar e L) Sthisivapbmbdr af the figwomfamilyi | a n
which is native to Ohio. It may not be the prettiest flower in the garden but it’'s a good
nectar and pollen producer from May to September.

Credits: OSBA Newsletter Vol 2, Issue 3 “Plant Resources For Honey Bees, Part 2” Tim Miklasiewicz
Photo: Nelson DeBarros @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

White Clover (Trifolium repens) - Grass is so over rated! Generally considered a weed
to the well manicured yard set, this flower is well known to beekeepers (and bees) for its
copious nectar output. If you use any kind of “weed and feed” on your grass then you’re
depriving your bees of a great flower that keeps blooming May through the dearth and
into September. If you try buying clover seed at the local urban garden center they will
look at you like you’re crazy since it’s the “scourge” most are trying to kill. You’ll need
to find a country store or farmer’s supply. White clover is not native to Ohio and
considered invasive by some.

Credits: OSBA Newsletter Vol 2, Issue 3 “Plant Resources for Honey Bees, Part 2” Tim Miklasiewicz
Photo: Al Schneider @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Birdsfoot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus L) Flowers July — August and is a good nectar
source.

Credit: Dr. James Tew http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2168.html
Photo: Steven Freckmann @ wisplants.uwsp.edu
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And to think | would pull this “weed” from my yard as a curse! Allium
Schoenoprasum is better known as wild chive and flowers May to September. Itis
a good source of both nectar and pollen. Its cousin, garlic, flowers August to
September and is equally good for bee and pan.

Credit: Dr. James Tew http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2168.html
Photo: Jeff McMillian @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Some better known flowers for the dearth

Aster Nectar/Pollen varies by species; not all flower in dearth so check label.
Catnip / Catmint Nectar

Milkweed Nectar & Pollen (early dearth)

Pumpkin Nectar & Pollen

Russian Sage Nectar

Rose Pollen

Sunflower Pollen, some Nectar

Thistle Nectar & Pollen

Take special note that not everything with a flower appeals to the honey bee. Some plants are good for nectar;
some are good for pollen; some are good for both and some, like a field of Black Eyed Susans, appear has a
honey bee desert being neither a good source of pollen or nectar.

Now is a great time to buy perennials. Most garden supply centers have them deeply discounted. They may not
look pretty, but come Dearth 2014 you’re going think these are the most beautiful plants around.

G! ¢SSR Aa | LIXIFyd GKFGO KFa YFadSNBR
ANE & A y-DOug Larsonb ¢

Page 5 of 9

u\

(0p))


http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2168.html

Move over Cinco de Mayo...

While many people in this hemisphere celebrate Cinco de Mayo with joy and much jubilation, we Beekeepers
should celebrate a day equally worthy of good cheer and much mead. A day so epic, so noteworthy, so
beneficial to the entire human race that it should be a national holiday! No, it should be worldwide holiday like
Earth Day! Yes, it’s that big. Join me in celebration on Saturday, “Cinco de Octubre” ( October 5" ); foritwas
on this historic date in 1852 Lorenzo L. Langstroth was granted US Patent #9300 for his beehive design and the
world has never been the same. So my fellow beekeepers, | implore you to take a moment on the anniversary

of this wonderful event to reflect on all the good that has been given to you. Breakout some libation to toast
the person who gave us the best and easiest way to raise bees and harvest the surplus riches “in the most

convenient, beautiful, salable forms

The entire patent is an interesting read and can be found here.

No. 9,300,

L. L. LANGSTROTH,
Bee Hive,

BT A

”'

2 Sheets—Sheet 1,

Patented Qet. 5, 1852,

o

L L LANGSTROTH.

No. 8,300.

2 Sheets—Sheat 2.

Bee Hive.
Patented Oct, 5, 1852,

UNITED STATES PATEN T OFFICE.

LORENZO L. LANGSTROTH, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

BEEHIVE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 9,300, dated October 5, 1852; Reissued May 26,
1863, No. 1,484,

To all whowm it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lorenzo L. Laxe-
strotH, of Philadelphia, in the county of
Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, have
invented a new and Improved Mode of Con-
structing Beehives; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters

is indispensable to the scientific and most
lJl'()ﬁhlliL‘ management of bees.

Apiarians have aimed to effect these ends
by placing movable bars or slats in the top
of the hive, to which the combs may be
attached. There are two difficulties in the
ln'm'liunl working of these bars which have
nitherto prevented their general use:

(1st.) The bees often attach the same

10 of reference marked thereon. comb partly on one bar and partly on an-
The nature of my invention consists: 1st, [ other "thus preventing its easy removal.

in affording the bees a more thorough pro- | (2nd.) They are compelled to attach the
tection against the bee-moth. 2d, in afford- | combs to the sides of the hive and these at-
ing them a more effectual protection against | tachments must be severed before the bars

15 extremes of heat and cold, sudden changes | can be removed. This often seriously an-
of temperature, and dampness in their hives. | noys the bees and wastes the time both of
3rd, in enabling the apiarian when desirable | the apiarian and the bees who must with
rapidly to multiyl}' his colonies. 5th, in | much labor refasten all such combs in what-
enabling him to obtain his surplus honey in | ever hives they are put. To obviate these

20 the most convenient, beautiful and salable | disadvantages T have invented a movable
forms. 5th, in enabling him to perform all | frame or compound bar-—see, drawing
necessary operations without injuring a | Figure 4. A, is about one inch wide and
single bee. 6th, in enabling the most timid | one-quarter of an inch thick—C, C—a, b

to remove the surplus honey without danger { and ¢, are about one-quarter of an inch
25 to themselves. thick and about one inch wide. These

Movable frames.—To be able to remove
AL. ...k 2 " s I oy .

should be about three eighths of an inch
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http://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?docid=00009300&SectionNum=1&IDKey=1A1AA62F358C&HomeUrl=http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1%2526Sect2=HITOFF%2526d=PALL%2526p=1%2526u=%25252Fnetahtml%25252FPTO%25252Fsrchnum.htm%2526r=1%2526f=G%2526l=50%2526s1=0

Buzzin’ Around the Web....

Orange grower fined for killing millions of bees with pesticide.

Utah Officials investigate red honey. (You are what you eat and so are your bees.)

Pesticides and fungicides: What makes this article interesting is the distinction made between chemicals
sprayed to kill bugs (pesticides) vs. fungus (fungicide) and their possible impact on bee population. One may
lump the two together but they target two different problems with two different results. This month’s guest
speaker is an expert in this area as well.

Beekeeper looses agricultural tax abatement: 19 Acre plot set aside for bee foraging by apiary owner doesn’t
qualify as farming.

http://www.businessweek.com/printer/articles/153774-the-honey-launderers-uncovering-the-largest-food-
fraud-in-u-dot-s-dot-history:  Honey laundering? When last month’s speaker spoke on marketing he gave an
example of a honey vendor that posts third party articles from magazines or newspapers in his booth as a way of
supporting his claims. Since most people don’t believe sales people or you when you’re working in your booth,
having articles like this can be a very effective tool in winning them over. In fact this sales technique is so
common and popular it has a name: “Appeal to Authority”.

In using an “appeal to authority”, the salesperson is saying, “l know you don’t believe me because my lips are
moving, so read it for yourself from ‘an authority’ saying the same thing.” Since studies have shown that people
are more inclined to believe what they read, especially if it’s from a name they recognize and used before, this is
a great sales tool. People stopping by your booth are probably open to “buying local”. This is a great article
supporting your claim local is better. Who would argue with an “authority” like Business Week? Unlike most big
box vendors, you know the source of your honey...and that’s worth a lot to many consumers.

Disclaimer: Articles and content are the opinions of their respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association, its Board, staff or members.
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Ordinary Income/Expense Sep 13 Jan-Sep 13
Income

Beekeeping Class Fees 90.00 990.00

Books-Beekeeping for dummies 20.00 380.00

Conference
Conference Donation 0.00 175.00
Food Sales 0.00 312.00
Registration 0.00 1,810.00
Ross Conrad Dinner 0.00 20.00
Sponsors 0.00 1,200.00
Vendors 0.00 225.00

Total Conference 0.00 3,742.00

Contributions Income

Restricted ($110 purchased refractmeter & 0.00 128.00
Color chart; $18 to be used for Bee Garden at CCF)
Total Contributions Income 0.00 128.00
Membership Dues 0.00 1,760.00
Miscellaneous Income 0.00 20.00
Raffles
5 Frame Nuk Pkg #1 & #2 (Class) 0.00 148.00
5 Frame Nuk Pkg #3 (Conference) 0.00 322.00
50/50 28.00 268.00
Total Raffles 28.00 738.00
Reimbursed Expenses 0.00 21.00
Total Income 138.00 7,779.00
Expense
Books (Beekeeping for Dummies) 0.00 358.98
Conference Expense
Conference Speaker Fees 0.00 550.00
Meals and Entertainment 0.00 972.50
Printing and Reproduction 0.00 267.51
Refund Ross Conrad Dinner 0.00 20.00
Rentals 0.00 1,261.00
Supplies 0.00 107.02
Travel 0.00 980.82
Conference Expense - Other 0.00 20.00
Total Conference Expense 0.00 4,178.85
Cuyahoga County Fair
Fair Prizes 0.00 77.00
Total Cuyahoga County Fair 0.00 77.00

Continued on next pageX
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Drawing Prize
Dues and Subscriptions
Equipment
Exhibitor Fees
Insurance
D&O Insurance
Liability Insurance
Total Insurance

Marketing / Advertising

Miscellaneous

Office Supplies

Postage and Delivery

Printing and Reproduction

Professional Fees
Speakers

Total Professional Fees

Raffle ltems
5 Frame Nuk Pkg #1 & #2 (Class)
5 Frame Nuk Pkg #3 (Conference)
Total Raffle Items

Refreshments

Scholarship Expenses

Website Expense
Total Expense

Net Ordinary Income

Net Income

BALANCE SHEET

Bank Account
Petty Cash

0.00 54.95
0.00 55.00
0.00 242.16
0.00 60.00
0.00 400.00
—000  _398.00
0.00 798.00
0.00 423.58
0.00 20.00
0.00 103.89
0.00 60.00
0.00 279.39
75.00 200.00
75.00 200.00
0.00 220.00
0.00 110.00
0.00 330.00
0.00 411.53
0.00 264.46
0.00 60.86

—6300  _-199.60

63.00 199 65
11,826.94
-100.00
11.926.94
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